A BIOSCIENCE SUCCESS STORY
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A LINK Applied Genomics grant enabled NextGen Sciences Ltd, an SME – in partnership with Cytomyx Ltd and the University of Cambridge – to carry out core research, which led to the development of a completely novel automated protein expression system called  ‘expressionfactory’ to accelerate drug discovery.  They have already received orders from two major pharmaceutical companies, GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) and one in the US (list price £850,000), and they confidently expect to sell a further eight units this year, mainly in the US.

The technology is being expanded to create a new suite of products, including ‘expressionworkshop’, which is a smaller-scale version designed for researchers with low throughput requirements.  Commercial prospects are equally promising.

The company could not have carried out this research without DTI support.

LINK

Before the launch of the current portfolio of DTI business support products, LINK was the main funding mechanism for promoting partnership in pre-competitive research between industry and the research base.  The LINK Applied Genomics programme looked at healthcare applications of genomics / proteomics.  For more information about the programme, visit www.appgen.org.uk 

Case study – 


Accelerated drug discovery











