Bioscience LINK programme outputs – summary
LINK is a Government scheme promoting pre-competitive collaborative research between industry and the research base.

· Over 140 projects funded under the 8 most recent bioscience LINK programmes, involving over 180 companies

· Combined DTI commitment of nearly £29m

· Areas covered include biochemical engineering, analytical biotechnology, cell engineering and biocatalysis

There are two active programmes, both closed to new applications:

LINK Applied Genomics: launched in 2000, has supported 21 projects in healthcare applications of genomics with a total project value of around £29m. Visit www.appgen.org.uk for further information.

LINK Bioremediation (using biotechnology to clean-up the polluted environment): launched in 2001, has supported 12 projects with a total project value of £9.8m. Visit www.clarrc.ed.ac.uk/link for further information.

Examples of successful bioscience LINK projects:

· A biosensor system that can be used to measure the toxicity of industrial effluent.  A spinout company has been launched to develop further applications of the technology  (LINK BTSW)

· A technology for “turning on” genes used in the production of therapeutic proteins, now licensed to a number of pharmaceutical companies (LINK Cell Engineering)

· Improved Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) technology, being licensed in the UK and overseas for use in labs which analyse DNA samples (LINK Applied Biocatalysis)

· A test for early and accurate diagnosis of a heart attack which could be used in an ambulance or in a busy A&E Department (LINK Analytical  Biotechnology)

· Development of prototype biochips for human protein expression profiling and antibody selection (LINK Applied Genomics)

· Development of a completely novel automated protein expression system to accelerate drug discovery (LINK Applied Genomics)

· Development of a new platform technology, low noise fluorescence, with considerable commercial potential in drug discovery, in particular high throughput screening (LINK Analytical Biotechnology)
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