UK/Texas Bioscience Collaboration Initiative

Note: this programme is closed to new applications

Harnesses multi-disciplinary research in the UK and US life science sectors to stimulate the flow of innovative products and processes through to market for the benefit of both countries.  Focuses on key areas of bioscience and biomedical research where there are complementary strengths in the UK and Texas, and opportunities for commercialisation of the research.  Texas is one of the leading US States in terms of bioscience research excellence, and is home to the world’s largest health centre and a number of leading universities and medical schools.  The programme brings together leading science researchers from both academia and industry in the UK and the US in order to share knowledge and know-how, facilitating knowledge transfer and enabling access to unique facilities.
Key outcomes to date:

· £22 million in grant applications submitted

· £2.1 million grant funding awarded

· 16 high quality workshops in UK and Texas covering a wide range of research topics.  Workshops have brought together Nobel Prize winners, experienced clinicians and researchers, post-doctorates and research students, with scientists from companies.  Venture capitalists and industry also attended the UK Technology Transfer meeting

· 70 short projects involving 30 UK Institutions with total DTI grant support of £829k

· 4 Proof-of-Concept projects involving 4 UK institutions with total DTI grant support of £605k

· The London-Houston Biomagnetometer proof-of-concept project has been extremely successful.  Primary outcome has been the incorporation of a new business entity.  The new company is seeking $2.25 million seed funding to complete the development of the prototype to manufactured device, and for targeted clinical trials

· 16 papers submitted for publication, 12 published

· 4 new patents filed, 3 granted

· Over 200 UK researchers have visited Texas either on a project or as part of a workshop.  Some have also taken the opportunity to address and give seminars to a wide range of audiences during their visits

· 150 Texas researchers have visited the UK either for a workshop or for short visits and sabbaticals

· Researchers from 32 UK Universities have participated in workshops
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