BIO-WISE
Industrial and environmental applications of biotechnology

BIO-WISE had two main objectives: to improve the competitiveness of UK industry through the use of biotechnology, and to support the development of the UK biotechnology supplier industry.  Industrial biotechnology can deliver significant improvements in productivity and performance for a wide range of manufacturing sectors.  Microbes, enzymes and other bio-molecules can be used in industry to produce and process raw materials and products; clean and treat surfaces; monitor stages of industrial production; eliminate wastes; and remediate contaminated land.

Outcomes:

· Over 230 technical referrals to the BIO-WISE team of 30 industrial biotechnology specialists who advise on the use of biotechnology

· BIO-WISE Helpline has taken over 25,000 enquiries and deals with an average of 500 enquires a month

· 92 events organised, attracting over 4,200 participants 

· A wide range of cases studies and technical reviews published

· 21 Demonstrator Projects funded (approx £3.1m), covering applications of novel biotechnology across a range of sectors, including engineering, textiles and chemicals
There have been tangible benefits to suppliers that took part in demonstrator projects with most reporting, as a direct result of their involvement: increased competitiveness; new and improved products; additional investment; and increased likelihood of further business accruing in the future.  [Source: Economic Evaluation of BIO-WISE, SQW Ltd, 2004] 

· Example case study: field biosensor for accurate measurement of ammonia in river effluent and sewerage discharge into UK river network that can be used without training.  Results obtained on-site within four minutes rather than having to be lab-processed, leading to significant time and cost savings.  EA will require 110,000 kits each year, representing annual sales of £0.5m
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